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THE COMING OF-CHRIST. 1

Another event, immediately connected with
the coming of Christ, is the final destruction of
Antichrist. ¥

This may be seen in 2 Thessalonians ii. 8.
The Lord shall consume the Man of Sin, who is
the same with Antichrist, * with the spirit of his
mouth, and shall destroy ” him “ with the bright-
ness of his coming.”

If it be doubted whether the word coming be
used here in a proper sense, let it be observed,
that the apostle is here discoursing, beyond all
doubt, concerning the Ktoper coming of Christ,
and that most certainly he used the same word—
Trng magsaiag, coming—to convey such an idea in
the first verse ;¥ and no note or sign being given
of the variation of its meaning, it could not be
used to convey a different idea in the eighth
verse, and be intelligible : for, if the same words
be used in a discourse for different things, with-
out some distinguishing mark of the difference,
they can give no instruction.

e are sure the apostle Paul did not use
words in this manner: nothing can be more
unwarranted from the style of his writings than
to suppose he used the word coming, in the first
verse, for the proper coming of Christ, and in a
few following verses, before he left the subject,

* «The second coming of the Lord will be a¢ and for
the destruction of the Man of Sin, and the extinction
of the Roman monarchy under the Papal form of it.”—
Mather’s Life, page 141,

1 If any should doubt whether the words “ coming of
our. Lord Jesus Christ,” in the first verse, mean his sec.
ond and proper coming, let tBem look back into the first
chapter, 7, 8, 9, and 10th verses, and attend to the con-
fection, and they must be satisfied.
































































































